
CHAPTEE II 

ORGANIZATION AND TRAINING OF THE 105TH ENGINEERS 

ORGANIZATION 

General Order No. 4, Headquarters 30th 
Division, Camp Sevier, S. O, dated Sept. 
12th, 1917, was authority for the organization 
of the 105th Regiment of Engineers, which 
was composed of the First Separate Bat
talion of North Carolina Engineers, as the 
1st Battalion, and the 1st Battalion of the 
1st Infantry, North Carolina National Guard, 
as the 2nd Battalion and the Engineer Train. 
The regiment when organized was com
manded by Col. Harley B. Ferguson, Corps of 
Engineers, U. S. Army (now Brigadier Gen
eral, U. S. Army), with Major Joseph Hyde 
Pratt (now Colonel, Corps of Engineers, 
IT. S. Army) second in command. 

FIRST BATTALION 

The 1st Battalion, 105th Engineers, was 
originally the First Separate Battalion of 
North Carolina Engineers, composed of Com
panies A, B and C, which became Companies 
A, B and C of the 1st Battalion, 105th Engi
neers. As a separate battalion in the North 
Carolina National Guard it was commanded 
by Major Joseph Hyde Pratt, with Capt. Per-
rin C. Cothran as Adjutant. Upon the trans
fer of the battalion to the 105th Engineers, 
Major Joseph Hyde Pratt was appointed 
second in command of the regiment, and 
Capt. Perrin C. Cothran was appointed Regi
mental Adjutant, Maj. John H. Finney of the 
Engineer Officers Reserve Corps being put in 
command of the battalion. The companies 
which comprised this battalion were origi
nally formed as follows: 

COMPANY A 

Company A was originally formed as Com
pany A of the North Carolina Engineers and 
was organized in Wilmington, N. C. It was 
mustered into the State service on August 
11th, 1916, and on Sept. 6th, 1916, was mus
tered into the Federal service. 

It was engaged on Mexican Border service 
from October 17th, 1916, to March 27th, 1917; 
on guard duty from April 8th, 1917, to June 
29th, 1917; at Camp Royster, Goldsboro, N. 
O, from June 29th, 1917, to July 28th, 1917, 
and reported at Camp Sevier, S. C , on July 
29th, 1917. On September 12th, 1917, it be
came Company A of the 105th Engineers. Of 
the officers who were with the company when 
organized, Capt. Geo. W. Gillette and 2nd Lt. 
Robt. M. Williams were with it at this time. 

COMPANY B 

Company B, 105th Engineers, originally 
Company B, North Carolina Engineers, was 
organized and mustered into State service at 
Charlotte, N. O, on August 25th, 1916. It 
was mustered into the Federal service at 
Camp Glenn on October 10th, 1916, and was 
in service on the Mexican Border from Octo
ber 21st, 1916, to March 21st, 1917; guard 
duty, 2nd District, North Carolina, from 
April 10th, 1917, to June 28th, 1917; at camp 
at Goldsboro, N. C, from July 2nd to 28th, 
1917; at Camp Greene, N. C , from July 29th 
to September 16th, 1917, when it reported to 
Camp Sevier and became Company B of the 
105th Engineers. 

Capt. Clarence E. Boesch, 1st Lt. Guy L. 
Winthrop and 2nd Lt. John H. Trescot were 
in command. 


